Statement of Resolution of Dispute Concerning
Extension of Closure Dates for Savannah River Site
High-Level Radioactive Waste Tanks 19 and 18

This dispute arose from Department of Energy’s (DOE) March 2006 request for extension of the
regulatory closure dates for Liquid Radioactive Waste Tanks 19 and 18, and South Carolina
Department of Heaith and Environmental Control’s (SCDHEC) March 2006 non-concurrence
with that request. The dispute was elevated to the Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC) on
October 22, 2007, in accordance with Federa! Facility Agreement (FFA) Section XXVII,
“Resolution of Disputes.”

The DRC has reached the following agreement to resolve the dispute and intends to formally
execute the agreement. in its entirety, and accomplish its implementation in accord with the 35
day time period provided in Section XXVII (J) of the FFA.

1.
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DOE has initiated additiona! waste removal efforts from Tanks |9 and 18 and will
continue waste removal efforts until DOE, SCDHEC and Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) agree that waste removal may cease. DOE expects to remove up to 75%
of the current waste volume by 12/31/08.

DOE shall complete bulk waste removal efforts' for 2 tanks by 9/30/10.

DOE shall complete bulk waste removal efforts for 1 tank by $/30/11.

DOE shall complete bulk waste removal efforts for 2 tanks by 9/30/14.

DOE shall complete bulk waste removal efforts for 2 tanks by 9/30/16.

DOE shall compiete bulk waste removal efforts for 3 tanks by 9/30/17.

DOE shall complete bulk waste removal efforts for 6 tanks by 9/30/18.

DOE shall complete bulk waste removal efforts for 1 tank by 9/30/19.

For purposes of maximizing risk reduction, DOE offers the following commitments:

a. Following compietion of bulk waste removal efforts, DOE may pursue heel
removal activities through one or more additional mechanical cleaning, chemical
cleaning. and/or water washing evolutions to maximize waste removal and risk

reduction associated with closure of the tanks in accordance with the process
described below.

b. The Parties agree to the following process conceming waste removal. For each
tank, DOE shall involve SCDHEC and EPA throughout each stage of the bulk
waste and heel removal processes to explain the activities undertaken, results of
removal operations. challenges, and DOE's next steps. DOE shall consider and
openly discuss any feedback from participants prior to proceeding to the next
stage. These interactions are anticipated to be frequent and informal meetings or
conference calls as agreed to by the participating parties but shall occur no less

' Bulk waste removal activilics are complete for tanks 17, 20. 18, 19, 5, 6, and 16 and are therefore not included in
paragraphs 2 through 8 above. Tanks 17 and 20 arc operationally closed.
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than quarterly. When DOE considers waste removai to be complete, DOE shall
notify EPA and SCDHEC and provide any supporting documentation to
SCDHEC and EPA for review. DOE, SCDHEC and EPA shall mutually agree
that waste removal activities may cease.

DOE shall complete operational closure of Tanks 19 and 18 by 12/31/12.
DOE shall complete operational closure of 4 tanks by 9/30/15.
DOE shall complete operational closure of 2 tanks by 9/30/17,
DOE shall complete operational closure of 2 tanks by 9/30/19.
DOE shall complete operational closure of 5 tanks by 9/30/21.
DOE shall complete operational closure of 7 tanks by 9/30/22.

DOE shall submit the F Area Tank Farm Performance Assessment, Revision G to
SCDHEC and EPA by 8/31/08.

DOE shall submit the H Area Tank Farm Performance Assessment. Revision 0 to
SCDHEC and EPA by 3/31/11.

[n connection with the annual report on the status of tanks being removed from service
due by March o™ of each year in accordance with Section IX.E.3 of the FFA, DOE shall
report on the status of bulk waste and heel removal activities for F Area and H Area
tanks, F Area and H Area Tank Farm Performance Assessments, F Area and H Area
Tank Farm General Closure Plans, operational closure of groups of tanks in F and H
Areas, and implementation of Section 3116(a) of the Ronald W. Reagan National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005 with respect to F Area and H Area tanks.

DOE and SCDHEC agree to engage in good faith discussions, beginning on a mutually
agreeable date in January 2008, to develop dates for the removal of legacy transuranic
waste from the Savannah River Site and to select an appropriate regulatory mechanism in
which fo embody the agreed dates.

In establishing the operational closure schedule set forth in paragraphs 10 through 15
above, the Parties have recognized the need for determinations by the Secretary of
Energy, in consultation with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), pursuant to
section 3116(a) of the Ronald W. Reagan National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2005 and the significant time necessary for consultation and development of
documentation to support such a determination. DOE has incorporated reasonable times
for document preparation and consultation into DOE's schedules, which have been
provided to DHEC and EPA. Accordingly, DOE shall not raise the time necessary for
preparing documentation for a section 3116(a) determination or the time necessary for
consultation with NRC under section 3116(a) as force majeure events or &s bases for

dispute resolution for any fiture extension of the operational closure schedule set forth in
paragraphs 10 through 15 above.
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David Wilson
Chief, Bureau fW, ter
_..,,.__,D__EC Memb

The undersigned agree that the provisions of this agreement will supersede the FFA Waste
Removal Schedule, Revision 2 (9/6/04), and any other prior commitments reiated to waste
removal, removal of 1anks from service, or tank operational closure. The undersigned agree that
the above provisions represent satisfactory resolution of the dispute, and agree to incorporate
them into t ppropriate and implement them expeditiousty,

W {1-19-07
Terrel J. Speats. USDOE Date
Assistant Man r Waste Disposition Project
DRC Member
’ﬁ/ f7-0

Frénklm Hill-EPA Region 4 { Date
Director, Superfund Division
DRC Member
)-19-6
Date -

nager, Savannah River Operations Office
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